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ELI 2026 Annual Conference

EUROPEAN Europe and The Rule of Law: Cultural Engagement and Legal Resilience
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Venue: Institute of Comparative Law (Institut de droit comparé) (Grand Amphitheatre) | 28 rue St Guillaume | 75007 PARIS

International Institute for the Unification of Private Law (UNIDROIT) Centenary Regional
Conference for Europe and Celebration of ELI's 15th Anniversary

09:00-09:30 Welcome and Opening Remarks

B Stéphane Braconnier (President, University Paris-Panthéon-Assas)

B Francois Molinié (President, French Society of Comparative Law, Société de Iégislation comparée)
B Teresa Rodriguez de las Heras Ballell (ELI President; Professor, Universidad Carlos Ill)

B Ignacio Tirado (Secretary General, UNIDROIT)

09:30-09:50 Keynote

B Chair: Sylvaine Poillot Peruzzetto (Member of the ELI Executive Committee; Counsellor, French Court of Cassation, Cour de cassation)
B Fernando Restoy (Chair, Financial Stability Institute)

09:50-11:30 Panel 1: The Interplay Between Global and Regional Harmonisation in Private Law
B Chair: Marko Bosnjak (Former President of the European Court of Human Rights; Judge of the Court of Justice of the European Union)
Ignacio Tirado (Secretary General, UNIDROIT)
Lord John Thomas (Arbitrator; President of the Qatar International Court; Member of House of Lords)
Jean-Francois Riffard (Professor, University Clermont-Auvergne)
The Honorable Diane P Wood (Director, American Law Institute)

11:30-12:00 Coffee Break

12:00-13:30 Panel 2: The Role of Soft Law Harmonisation of Contract Law: Lessons From the Past, Perspectives for the Future
Chair: Pietro Sirena (ELI Vice-President; Dean, Bocconi Law School (Milan, Italy))

Anna Veneziano (Deputy Secretary-General, UNIDROIT)

Pascal Pichonnaz (Professor, University of Fribourg)

Myrte Thijssen (Senior Legal Officer, UNIDROIT)

Hugh Beale (Emeritus Professor of Law, University of Warwick)

13:30-14:30 Lunch Break

14:30-16:00 Panel 3: Emerging Challenges for Legal Harmonisation in the Fields of New Technologies and Sustainability
B Chair: Sir Geoffrey Vos (ELI Vice-President; Master of the Rolls and Head of Civil Justice in England and Wales)

B Louise Gullifer (Professor, University of Cambridge)
B Matthias Lehmann (Professor, University of Vienna)
B Philipp Paech (Professor, London School of Economics and Political Science)
B Teresa Rodriguez de las Heras Ballell (ELI President; Professor, Universidad Carlos Ill)
16:00-16:30 Coffee Break
16:30-18:45 Panel 4: A Discussion Around the UNIDROIT Centenary White Paper on Civil Procedure and Dispute Resolution and ELI’s
Work
m Chair: The Honorable Diane P Wood (Director, American Law Institute)
B Maria Cecilia Fresnedo de Aguirre (Professor, University of the Republic (Uruguay))
B Teresa Rodriguez de las Heras Ballell (ELI President; Professor, Universidad Carlos Ill)
B John Sorabji (Professor, University College London)
B Rolf Stuerner (Emeritus Professor of Law, University of Freiburg)
B Etsuko Sugiyama (Professor, Hitotsubashi University)
18:45-19:00 Concluding Remarks

B Teresa Rodriguez de las Heras Ballell (ELI President; Professor, Universidad Carlos Ill)
B Ignacio Tirado (Secretary General, UNIDROIT)

Venue: Le Hibou | 16 Carré de I'Odéon | 75006 PARIS
20:00 Cocktail Buffet

—
—
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UNIDROIT

International Institute for the Unification of Private Law
Institut International pour 'Unification du Droit Prive

EUROPEAN
15 LAW
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Venue: University Paris-Panthéon-Assas (Salle des conseils) | 12 Place du Panthéon | 75005 PARIS

09:00-11:30

Venue: Sorbonne Academic Palace (Palais académique de la Sorbonne) (Grand amphithéatre historique de la Sorbonne) | 47 rue des Ecoles | 75005 PARIS

12:45-13:15

13:20-14:10

14:10-14:15

14:15-15:30

15:30-16:00

16:00-17:00

17:00-18:15

18:15-19:30

19:45-22:00

Teresa Rodriguez de las Heras Ballell (ELI President; Professor, Universidad Carlos IlI)

Stéphane Braconnier (President, University Paris-Panthéon-Assas)

Francois Molinié (President, French Society of Comparative Law, Société de législation comparée)
Sebastian Schiitze (Rector, University of Vienna)

Richard Ferrand (President, Constitutional Council, Conseil constitutionnel)
Marc Guillaume (Vice-president, French Council of State, Conseil d’Etat)
Christophe Soulard (First President, French Court of Cassation, Cour de cassation)

Students of law faculties from the European School of Law of Toulouse, the University Bourgogne Franche-Comté, the University CY Cergy Paris,
the University Clermont Auvergne, the Catholic University of Lyon, the University Paris Nanterre, the University Cote d’Azur and the University of
Strasbourg will present their selection of pieces of art and explain how they embody or inspire the rule of law and/or the law.

Chair: Teresa Rodriguez de las Heras Ballell (ELI President; Professor, Universidad Carlos Ill)

Coffee Break

Chair: Teresa Rodriguez de las Heras Ballell (ELI President; Professor, Universidad Carlos Ill)

Bénédicte Fauvarque-Cosson (General Administrator of the National Conservatory of Arts and Crafts, Conservatoire national des arts et métiers
(CNAM))

Anna Veneziano (Deputy Secretary General, UNIDROIT; Professor, University of Teramo)

Chair: Teresa Rodriguez de las Heras Ballell (ELI President; Professor, Universidad Carlos Ill)
Dean Spielmann (Advocate General, Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU))
Roman Zavrsek (President, Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe (CCBE))

Christoph Henrichs (Chair, European Committee on Legal Co-Operation (CDCJ))

Julie Couturier (President, French National Bar Council, Conseil national des barreaux)

Chair: Cécile Sainte-Cluque (Notary, Superior Council of French Notaries, Conseil supérieur du notariat)

Gianclaudio Malgieri (Associate Professor of Law & Technology, Leiden University)

Thierry Hoscheit (President, Superior Court of Justice and Constitutional Court of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg)
Wojciech Wiewidrowski (European Data Protection Supervisor (EDPS))

Froy Lovasdal (Chair, European Association for Biometrics; Senior Adviser, National Police Directorate, Norway)

Benoit Santoire (President, French National Chamber of Justice Commissioners, Chambre nationale des commissaires de justice)
Julie Couturier (President, French National Bar Council, Conseil national des barreaux)

Teresa Rodriguez de las Heras Ballell (ELI President; Professor, Universidad Carlos IlI)

Walter Doralt (YLA Chair; Professor, University of Graz)

John North (YLA Jury Member; Interleges Executive Committee)



Venue: Le Recrutement | 36 Boulevard de la Tour-Maubourg | 75007 PARIS

08:00-09:00

Venue: Superior Council of Notaries (Conseil supérieur du Notariat, CSN) (Amphitheatre) | 60 boulevard de la Tour Maubourg | 75007 PARIS

09:00-09:30 Welcome Coffee

09:30-09:45

09:45-10:00

10:00-11:15

Bertrand Savouré (President, Superior Council of French Notaries, Conseil supérieur du notariat)

Moderator: Joshua Rozenberg (Solicitor; Legal Journalist)

Mattias Guyomar (President, European Court of Human Rights (ECHR))

Donal O'Donnell (Chief Justice of Ireland; President, Network of the Presidents of the Supreme Judicial Courts of the Member States of the
European Union)

11:15-11:45 Coffee Break

11:45-13:15

Chair: Savvas Papasavvas (Vice-President, General Court of the European Union)

Andreas Zind (ELI Co-Reporter; Judge, European Court of Human Rights (ECHR))

Ingrid Derveaux (Secretary-General, European Judicial Training Network (EJTN))

José Igreja Matos (President, Consultative Council of European Judges (CCJE), Council of Europe)
Christophe Bernasconi (Secretary General, Hague Conference on Private International Law (HCCH))
Laurent Pettiti (President, Delegation of the Bars of France)

13:15-14:15 Lunch Break

14:15-16:00

Chair: Bruno Lasserre (President, Commission for Access to Administrative Documents; Former Vice-President, French Council of State)
Joshua Rozenberg (Solicitor, Legal Journalist)

Lady Chief Justice Sue Carr (Head of the Judiciary of England and Wales; President of the Courts of England and Wales)

Mark Ellis (Executive Director, International Bar Association (IBA))

Roland Wadge (President, Council of Notariats of the European Union (CNUE))

Ariane de Guillenchmidt-Guignot (Doctor of Law; Lawyer, Administrator, Scéne et Justice)

16:00-16:30 Coffee Break

16:30-17:45

17:45-18:15

Teresa Rodriguez de las Heras Ballell (ELI President; Professor, Universidad Carlos IIl )

Anna Joubin-Bret (Secretary, United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL))

Sir Geoffrey Vos (ELI Vice-President; Master of the Rolls and Head of Civil Justice in England and Wales)
Angelika Nussberger (President, Scientific Council of the Badinter Institute, Institut Badinter)

Alexis Mourre (Arbitrator, Founding Partner, MCL Arbitration)

B Guillaume Cerutti (President, Pinault Collection; Chairman of the Board, Christie’s)

Venue: Cercle de I'Union Interalliée | 33 rue du Faubourg Saint-Honoré | 75008 PARIS

20:00-22:30

Teresa Rodriguez de las Heras Ballell (ELI President; Professor, Universidad Carlos I1I)

Louis Degos (President ‘Batonnier’ of Paris Bar, Barreau de Paris)

Thomas Lyon-Caen (President, Lawyers at the Council of State and the Court of Cassation, Ordre des Avocats au Conseil d’Etat et a la Cour de
cassation)



Venue: University Paris-Panthéon-Assas (Amphitheatre 4) | 12 Place du Panthéon | 75005 PARIS

09:30-10:45
B Chair: Pietro Sirena (ELI Vice-President; Dean, Bocconi Law School (Milan, Italy))
B Aldo Laudonio (ELI Co-Reporter; Associate Professor, University of Catanzaro)
B Philippe Dupichot (President, Association Henri Capitant)
B Michael Strauss (General Counsel, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD)
10:45-11:15 Coffee Break
11:15-12:30
B Chair: Sir Geoffrey Vos (ELI Vice-President; Master of the Rolls and Head of Civil Justice in England and Wales)
B Burkhard Hess (Professor, University of Vienna)
B Lorenzo Salazar (President, Council of Europe Committee on Crime Problems)
B Gabrielé Juodkaité-Granskiené (Chairperson of the Criminal Cases Division, Supreme Court of Lithuania)
B Agnes Carlier (Vice-President, French National Chamber of Justice Commissioners, Chambre nationale des commissaires de justice)
12:30-13:30 Lunch Break
13:30-14:45
B Chair: Sylvaine Poillot Peruzzetto (Member of the ELI Executive Committee; Counsellor, French Court of Cassation, Cour de cassation)
B Bobbie Cheema-Grubb DBE (ELI Reporter; Justice of the High Court of England and Wales)
B Stéphane Babonneau (Criminal Defense Attorney, Babonneau & Associés)
B Valentina Pavlic¢i¢ (President, Supreme Court of Montenegro)
B Henri de Larosiére de Champfeu (Senior Counsellor of the Criminal Chamber, French Court of Cassation)
14:45-15:00
B Chair: Teresa Rodriguez de las Heras Ballell (ELI President; Professor, Universidad Carlos IlI)
B Oleksandra Matviichuk (Human Rights Lawyer; Head of the Center for Civil Liberties; Nobel Peace Prize recipient (2022)

Venue: Institut de France | 23 quai Conti | 75006 PARIS

16:00-17:00
B Bernard Stirn (Secrétaire perpétuel, Academy of Moral and Political Sciences, Académie des sciences morales et politiques)

Venue: Péniche de Paris - Solférino (Orsay Museum) | 7 Quai Anatole-France | 75007 PARIS

19:30-23:00

B Sylvaine Poillot Peruzzetto (Member of the ELI Executive Committee; Counsellor, French Court of Cassation, Cour de cassation)
B Francois Molinié (President, French Society of Comparative Law, Société de législation comparée)

Venue: Montmartre Museum | 12 rue Cortot | 75018 PARIS

09:45 Visit of the Montmartre Museum
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European Law

Pan-European, democratic, membership-based organisation
Uniting prominent jurists of all legal professions

« Aiming to improve the law in Europe

Institute

Carrying out projects with immediate practical application

Members of the ELI cn contribute to its projects and gain access to an
international network of jurists. Apart from other activities, the ELI organises
its Annual Conference and Meetings, bringing together Europe’s leading

experts in diverse fields of law.

. President:

EXQC U tlve 15tVice-President:
2" Vice-President:
Treasurer:

COm m |ttee Other Members:

Teresa Rodriguez de las Heras Ballell
Sir Geoffrey Vos

Pietro Sirena

Anne Birgitte Gammeljord

Sylvaine Poillot Peruzzetto

Basak Basoglu

Marta Santos Silva

E I_I IN The Secretariat of the ELI, which is hosted by the University of Vienna, is located
in the heart of the Austrian capital, close to the main building of the University,

. the representation of the European Commission in Austria as well as the
Vl enna information office of the European Parliament.

We cordially invite you to visit us whenever you are in Vienna.

ELI Secretariat

Schottenring 16/175

1010, Vienna, Austria

T+43 14277 22101

F+4314277 9221
www.europeanlawinstitute.eu
secretariat@europeanlawinstitute.
eu

Donate

Financial support is vital for ELI's
independence and impact. It ensures
ELI's work remains uncompromised,
enabling it to continue its mission

of improving law-making and
influencing legislation at European and
international levels. Visit our website for
more on donating to our cause.



