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17:00–18:00  Progress reports on projects (Part II)
 
 
17:00–17:30 Prevention and Settlement of Confl icts of Exercise of Jurisdiction in Criminal Law

 John Vervaele, ELI Project Reporter
Professor of Economic and European Criminal Law at Utrecht Law School and Professor of European Criminal 
Law at the College of Europe in Bruges

This project aims to elaborate a new legal framework for the prevention and resolution 
of confl icts of jurisdiction in criminal matters in the Area of Freedom, Security and Justice 
(AFSJ). To achieve its goal the project will examine, amongst others, the following issues: 
What should be the objective of a statutory horizontal framework at European level? What 
type or types of measures are needed to prevent and settle confl icts of jurisdiction in 
criminal matters in the AFSJ? Can useful parallels be drawn with the Brussels Regulation in 
the area of private law, given the need to facilitate the mutual recognition of judgments 
and judicial decisions in criminal matters? Is there, and if yes, to which extent, a role for 
European institutions, bodies and agencies? Which consideration should be given to the 
rights of defendants and victims in the determination of the best placed jurisdiction?

17:30–18:00 From Transnational Principles to European Rules of Civil Procedure 
 (joint project with UNIDROIT)

 John Sorabji, Steering Committee Member
 Principal Legal Adviser to the Lord Chief Justice of England and Wales and the Master of the Rolls

This project is a joint venture between the ELI and UNIDROIT (The International Institute 
for the Unifi cation of Private Law), the aim of which is to develop the ALI (American Law 
Institute) and UNIDROIT Principles of Transnational Civil Procedure, and produce model 
European Rules of Civil Procedure. In its initial stage the project is focusing on Service and 
Due Notice of Proceedings; Provisional and Protective Measures; and Access to Information 
and Evidence. In the project’s second phase two further topics will be examined: Res 
Judicata; and Obligations of the Parties and Lawyers. The work on each of the selected 
topics will be conducted by expert working groups, led by the co-reporters and assisted 
by advisers.

18:00–18:15 Closing remarks 

20:00–23:00  Formal conference dinner at "Gradska Kavana"
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Friday 26 September 2014 – General Assembly

Venue: Croatian State Archives

08:00–10:00 Registration

08:30–10:00 Members Consultative Committee meetings (see page 10)

10:00–10:10 Welcome and opening address: Diana Wallis, ELI President

10:10–10:50 Keynote address: Hubert Legal, Legal Adviser to the European Council and Director-General 
 of the Council Legal Service

10:50–10:55  Approval of the minutes of the 2013 General Assembly

10:55–11:10  Coff ee break

11:10–12:10 Reports from President, Standing Council Committees, Executive Committee 
 and Treasurer

12:10–12:20 Conference and General Assembly 2015, Christiane Wendehorst, ELI Vice-President

12:20–12:40 Open discussion

12:40–13:00 Closing remarks: Pavel Svoboda, Chair of the European Parliament’s Legal Aff airs Committee

13:00–14:00 Lunch 
 
14:15–17:30 Council meeting (Council members only)

Venue: Assembly Hall, University of Zagreb 

18:00–19:45 Launch of the Croatian Hub (in Croatian)
 Venue: European Commission Representation in the Republic of Croatia

20:00–22:00 Dinner at a traditional Croatian restaurant, "Kaptolska Klet" 
 [cost: € 30 per person paid in advance]
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08:30–10:00  Members Consultative Committee meetings

Towards Restatement and Best Practices Guidelines on EU Administrative 
Procedural Law (joint project with ReNEUAL)

Chaired by Marc Clément, Member of the ELI Executive Committee

Prevention and Settlement of Confl icts of Exercise of Jurisdiction in Criminal Law

Chaired by Joseph Davids, Of Counsel Studio Legale Ghia (Rome), ELI Fellow

Rescue of Business in Insolvency Law

Chaired by Bob Wessels, ELI Project Reporter

Members Consultative Committees (MCCs) are established by the Council for most ELI 
projects. Their members are consulted by the Project Team at various stages of the work. 
Any ELI Member who is interested in actively contributing to the development of a project is 
invited to join the MCC, irrespective of the Member's status as a Fellow, Individual Observer or 
Institutional Observer. There is no limit to the number of Members who can participate, and 
MCC members need not be experts in the relevant fi eld. MCC members come from various legal 
professions and may specialise in diff erent areas of law, which enriches the debating potential 
of the Committees. Most of the MCC's work occurs via electronic communication but physical 
meetings are held at least once a year, prior to the ordinary General Assembly.
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Mark Clough QC (Chair) is one of the UK's leading experts in EU and competition 
law, including competition litigation, merger control, state aid, public procurement, 
international trade and economic regulation. He is also the CCBE representative of the 
Scottish Law Society. He was chairman of the Solicitors Association of Higher Court 
Advocates, SAHCA (2003-2006) and chair of the EU Committee of the Law Society 
(2010-2013). He is an elected member of the ELI Council and chairs the ELI Project on 
Collective Redress and Competition Damages Claims. 

Yannis V. Avgerinos is a lecturer at the International Studies Unit of the Law School  
of the Democritus University of Thrace. He has worked for the British Financial Services 
Authority (FSA) and the European Commission. He is a lawyer at the Greek Supreme 
Court, a member of the Athens Bar, managing partner of Avgerinos & Partners Law 
Firm (AVGLaw) and a member of the Hellenic Competition Commission. He is a 
member of the ELI Council and of the ELI Project Team on Collective Redress and 
Competition Damages Claims.

Nicholas James Forwood is a judge at the General Court of the European Union  
(since 1999) and the Vice-President of the United Kingdom Association for European 
Law. Having been appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1987, he practiced in London and 
Brussels for more than two decades. He was also the representative of the Bar of 
England and Wales at the Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe (CCBE). He 
chaired the CCBE's Permanent Delegation to the European Court of Justice and was a 
Governing Board member of the World Trade Law Association and European Maritime 
Law Organisation.

Georg E. Kodek studied law at the University of Vienna and at Northwestern  
University School of Law. In 1991, he was appointed a district court judge in Vienna.  
After serving at the Superior Court of Eisenstadt and the Vienna Court of Appeals,  
in 2006 he was appointed to the Austrian Supreme Court. In addition, he is professor  
of civil and commercial law at Vienna University of Economics and Business.  
He has published extensively in the fields of civil and commercial law and civil 
procedure law.

Filip Kubík is a policy analyst at DG Competition at the European Commission. He has 
worked on the Commission's policy initiative on antitrust private enforcement since 
2008 and co-drafted the Directive on damages actions and the Recommendation on 
collective redress. Previously, he dealt with antitrust cases in the Telecommunications 
and IT units of DG Competition. Prior to joining the Commission in 2005, he was 
attorney in the Prague office of the Kocián Šolc Balaštík law firm, focusing on 
competition law, litigation and arbitration.

Diana Wallis (Chair) has over 15 years of professional experience as a litigation lawyer, 
primarily in London, where she developed a European cross border practice. From 
1999 to 2012, Diana Wallis was a Member of the European Parliament and known as a 
leading member of the Parliament’s Legal Affairs Committee. Since that time, she has 
continued her activities in the European legal field, she is a senior fellow at the Law 
School of the University of Hull and an EU consultant and mediator with the Centre 
for Effective Dispute Resolution (CEDR); she also serves on a number of boards and 
committees of organisations connected with EU law and dispute resolution. She has 
been serving as President of the ELI since September 2013.

Panellists and General Assembly Speakers

Panel session II

Panel session I
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Marko Ilešič is a judge at the Court of Justice of the European Union and President 
of its Third Chamber. He was professor of civil and commercial law and Dean of the 
Faculty of Law at the University of Ljubljana; he was involved in different judicial 
functions at the Labour Court, the Sports Tribunal; arbitrator at the Chamber of 
Commerce of Yugoslavia and Slovenia and at the International Chamber of Commerce 
in Paris; judge on the Board of Appeals of UEFA and FIFA; President of the Union of 
Slovene Lawyers' Associations and member of several international legal societies.

Pauliine Koskelo has been the President of the Supreme Court of Finland since 2006, 
having been a member of the Court since 2000. She has served the Ministry of Justice 
in various areas of legislative work and international co-operation, including questions 
of EU law. She also spent some years in senior positions at the legal directorate of 
the European Investment Bank. She is Vice-President of the Network of Presidents of 
the Supreme Judicial Courts of the EU Member States and President of the Board of 
Trustees of the European Academy of Law (ERA). 

Paul Mahoney is currently the United Kingdom judge on the European Court  
of Human Rights (Strasbourg), after having been President of the European Union  
Civil Service Tribunal (Luxembourg). Previously, he had served as Registrar  
and Deputy Registrar of the Strasbourg Court and as Head of Personnel of the  
Council of Europe, having begun his career as a university lecturer and barrister  
in London.

Jasna Omejec is the President of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Croatia.  
At the Faculty of Law of the University of Zagreb, she is a professor with tenure  
at the Department of Administrative Law. She is a full founder-member and President 
of the Supervisory Board of the Croatian Academy of Legal Sciences and member 
of the Institute for Public Administration. She is also a member of the European 
Commission for Democracy through Law of the Council of Europe from the Republic  
of Croatia. 

Siniša Rodin is a judge at the Court of Justice of the European Union. He studied 
law at the University of Zagreb and at the University of Michigan Law School. He 
was a Fulbright Fellow and Visiting Scholar at Harvard Law School. Judge Rodin is a 
tenured professor at the University of Zagreb where he held the Jean Monnet Chair. 
He is a visiting professor at the Cornell Law School and was member of the Croatian 
Constitutional Amendment Committee and chairman of the working group on EU 
membership. He was also a member of the Croatian EU membership negotiating team.

Christiane Wendehorst (Chair) is professor of law at the University of Vienna. 
As a private law expert she is a member of the Austrian Academy of Sciences, the 
International Academy of Comparative Law, the ALI and several international research 
groups. Before coming to Vienna, she held full professorships in Germany and served, 
inter alia, as Managing Director of the Sino-German Institute for Legal Studies. She is 
on the board of many academic bodies and associations and regularly provides expert 
advice to governments and legislative bodies. Christiane Wendehorst is Vice-President of 
the ELI, which she was actively involved in setting up, and one of its founding members. 

Paul Gilligan is President of the European Network of Councils for the Judiciary 
(ENCJ). He was educated at Blackrock College and University College Dublin. He 
practised as a barrister and was a legal adviser to the Parliamentary Inquiry conducted 
by the Public Accounts Committee in respect of the Irish banking system involving 
Deposit Interest Retention Tax. He was appointed a judge of the High Court and 
recently was appointed to head up the Chancery division. He is a qualified mediator 
and a Board member of the Courts Service of Ireland.

Panel session III
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Branko Hrvatin is President of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Croatia since 
2005. After graduation from the Faculty of Law, University of Zagreb, he was appointed 
Municipal Court Judge and County Court Judge. From 2001 to 2004 he was member 
of the State Judicial Council and has been President of the State Election Commission 
since 2005. He is a lecturer at symposia and workshops and conducts practical courses 
for the Faculty of Law students. In June 2014 he was elected Vice-President of the 
Network of Presidents of the Supreme Judicial Courts of the European Union.

Alasdair Lewis is President of the European Land Registry Association (ELRA). After 
reading law at Bristol University, he qualified as a solicitor and joined HM Land 
Registry. He worked on the LR Rules as the project manager of the New Rules Project 
and later, as Business Change Manager, he produced the Organisational Blueprint and 
managed the Business Change and Business Transformation programmes. Alasdair 
Lewis is currently the Director of Legal Services and Deputy Chief Land Registrar. 

André Michielsens is President of the Council of the Notariats of the European Union 
(CNUE) and an associate notary in Belgium. He is a lecturer at the Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel and Co-director of the Master in Notarial Studies. André Michielsens was also 
an honorary deputy justice of the peace. He was President of the Antwerp Chamber of 
Notaries, President of the National Chamber of Notaries of Belgium and Co-President 
of the International Council of the Belgian Notariat. Since 2011, he has been President 
of Notarial Social Security Fund.

Leo Netten is President of the International Union of Judicial Officers (UIHJ). He was 
a member of the General Council of the Royal Professional Organisation of Judicial 
Officers in The Netherlands where he held the Portfolio International Relations. Leo 
Netten is a representative of the UIHJ at the Hague Conference on Private International 
Law. He is an expert at the European Commission as well as at the European 
Commission for the Efficiency of Justice. In 2013, he was awarded with the Spanish 
Cross of Honor of the Civil Order of San Raimundo de Peñafort.

Maria Ślązak is the First Vice-President of the Council of Bars and Law Societies of 
Europe (CCBE) in Brussels. She is also the Vice-President of the National Council of 
Legal Advisers in Poland and the chair of its Foreign Affairs Committee. Maria Ślązak 
is member of the Council of the International Bar Association (IBA) in London and 
member of its Credentials Committee. She is also a practicing lawyer in Gdańsk and an 
arbitrator at the Court of Arbitration at the Polish Chamber of Commerce in Warsaw.

Hubert Legal is Legal Adviser to the European Council, Director-General of the Council 
Legal Service and a member of the French Conseil d’Etat. He worked as chargé de 
mission with the Legal Service of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as a legal counsellor of 
the French Permanent Representation to the United Nations and as a rapporteur at the 
Litigation Section of the Conseil d’Etat. Hubert Legal was also a judge of the Court of 
First Instance of the European Communities and later became President of the Fourth 
Chamber. He is a member of the Société française pour le droit international.

Pavel Svoboda is Chair of the Legal Affairs Committee of the European Parliament. 
He is admitted to the Czech Bar Association, an associate professor for European law 
at the Charles University in Prague and visiting professor at the University of Social 
Sciences in Toulouse. He was Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs for Legal and Consular 
Affairs, Minister and President of the Czech Legislative Council and later became 
counsellor to the Czech Foreign Minister. Pavel Svoboda was also Ambassador/
Permanent Representative of the Czech Republic to the Council of Europe.

General Assembly Speakers
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Locations in Zagreb

A 
Croatian State Archives 
Trg Marka Marulića 21

B 
Faculty of Law 
University of Zagreb
Trg maršala Tita 14

C 
Hotel Westin Zagreb 
Izidora Kršnjavoga 1

D 
Hotel International 
Miramarska 24 

E
Hotel Panorama 
Trg Krešimira Ćosića 9

F
Hotel Jadran 
Vlaška ulica 50 

G
European Commission 	
Representation in Croatia 
Ulica Augusta Cesarca 4 

H
Restaurant "Gradska Kavana"
Trg bana Josipa Jelačića 9

I
Restaurant "Kaptolska Klet" 
Kaptol ulica 5  

A

C

B

D

F

G

H

E

I
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Sponsors

Exclusive sponsors of the formal conference dinner:

Also supported by:

Cover & page 6, Reading Room, Croatian State Archives, © Croatian State Archives

Page 3, Faculty of Law, University of Zagreb, © 2014 Faculty of Law in Zagreb

Page 6, Photo of the audience, © Natali Glisic

Page 8, Gradska Kavana, © Denis Pusic

Page 9-10, Zagreb upper town & St. Mark's Church, property of Zagreb Tourist Board

Photos courtesy of:



European 

Law 

Institute

› Pan-European, democratic, membership based organisation
› Uniting prominent jurists of all legal professions 
› Aiming to improve the law in Europe
› Carrying out projects with immediate practical application

Members of the ELI can contribute to its projects and gain access to an 
international network of jurists. Apart from various other activities, the ELI 
organises a three-day event every year that includes its ordinary General 
Assembly, a project conference and several social functions – bringing 
together some of Europe’s leading experts in the fi eld of law. 

ELI in 

Vienna

President: Diana Wallis
Vice-President: Christiane Wendehorst
Treasurer: Johan Gernandt
Members: Remo Caponi
       Marc Clément 
       Sjef van Erp
       John Sorabji

ELI Secretariat
Schottenring 14, 1010 Vienna, Austria 

T +43-1-4277 221 01

F +43-1-4277 922 1

www.europeanlawinstitute.eu

secretariat@europeanlawinstitute.eu

Executive

Committee

The Secretariat of the ELI, which is hosted by the University of Vienna, is 
located in the heart of the Austrian capital, close to the main building of the 
University, the representation of the European Commission in Austria as well 
as the information offi  ce of the European Parliament. 

We cordially invite you to visit us whenever you are in Vienna.

2015 ELI 

Conference

The 2015 ELI Annual Conference will take place on 3 and 4 September 2015 
in Vienna. Please take note of this date. 

We look forward to seeing you there!


