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Enterprise Foundations

Foundations that own companies 

* Foundations own prominent European 

companies like Bosch, Carlsberg, CaixaBank, 

IKEA, Píere Fabre, Rolex…. 

* In demand because of

purpose, philanthropy, long-term 

ownership and regard for stakeholder 

interests

* The research indicates that foundation-

owned companies do well financially and in 

terms of CSR/ESG/Sustainability

 => Unclear legal framework
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European Foundation-Owned Companies 
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The US is moving…
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Project Overview

1. Defining enterprise foundations
Functional and legal definitions

2. Comparative enterprise foundation law
Permissible purposes, governance requirements, founder influence, transparency, taxation…

3. A model European enterprise foundation law
What could it look like,  what are the obstacles?

4. Legal barriers to Enterprise Foundations
Barriers to establishment and operations
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Enterprise Foundations in Europe

 
Workshop I. 13 December 
Provisional Agenda Items (TBC)

▪ Defining Enterprise Foundations

▪ The policy case for Enterprise Foundations

▪ Survey of European Enterprise Foundations Law

▪ Corporate Purpose and Enterprise Foundations
Colin Mayer, University of Oxford

▪ Enterprise foundations in France. Law and practice

▪ …..
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