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  PREFACE    

 In January 2020, a pandemic broke out. It brought death and havoc, and 
commercial and economic links were cut off . Th is coronavirus epidemic 
immediately became the subject of scientifi c research. How to fi nd a vaccine 
to cure COVID-19 ?  How to alleviate pain and suff ering ?  But it was not only 
medical and pure scientifi c matters which were considered. Economic and 
ethical issues were explored as well, as were legal problems. Th is volume 
purports to explore the latter. Th e coronavirus has already led to a number of 
national publications from Belgium, 1  the Netherlands, 2  Switzerland, 3  the US, 4  
and other jurisdictions. 5  A pan-European approach, 6  or even a global focus, 7  
is quite evident. Th e current book enlists contributions from various European 
nations. Th e authors have mainly, but not exclusively, been selected from a 
group of scholars who, in the past, were engaged in European projects such as 
the Draft  Common Frame of Reference and who still are in touch over issues 
such as Brexit. 

 I am very grateful to these authors, who have been so kind as to adhere to 
a very strict time limit, the idea being that in order to have any eff ect, a book 
should be on the market as soon as possible. 

 My gratitude also goes to the fi ve eminent jurists who have been willing 
to take on the editorship of the volume. Travel restrictions brought about by 
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the coronavirus made a high-tech approach with Microsoft  Teams and Zoom 
necessary. So, Marta Santos Silva, Andrea Nicolussi, Pablo Salvador Coderch, 
Christiane Wendehorst and Fryderyk Zoll, thank you so much. 

 We also wish to thank our publisher, Intersentia, for their cooperation. All 
contributions refl ect the latest in COVID-19 emergency legislation as of at least 
July 2020. 

 Ewoud Hondius 
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