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Abstract

The European Union (EU) is a major importer of forest-risk
commodities (FRCs) and thereby bears significant responsibility
for the dangerous trend of global deforestation and forest
degradation. On 17 November 2021, the European Commission
took a courageous first step towards reducing the EU’s global
deforestation footprint, by putting forward a legislative
proposal to regulate trade in FRCs. The article analyses this
proposal and explains why we consider it to be necessary and
justified. Although we identify some important shortcomings in
the proposal, particularly in relation to the protection of land
tenure rights, we argue that the EU has a moral responsibility
to avoid being complicit in the destruction of forests
worldwide. We also suggest that the proposed regulation
needs to be better designed to be compatible with the law of
the World Trade Organisation (WTO), and notably with regards
to its country benchmarking system and cooperation with

affected exporting countries.

Click here to find out more about our Sustainability Lunchtime

Seminars.

11:30-12:30
Sep 2022

26

UNIVERSITE DU LUXEMBOURG

FDEF House for Sustainable
Governance and Markets

ELI

EUROPEAN
LAW

INSTITUTE

BELGIO-
LUXEMBOURG
HUB


https://uni.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=433baea4e6c90c19434016887&id=5b5d0fd938&e=1c77712556




