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Abstract 

Planned obsolescence is a policy of planning or designing 

a product with an artificially limited useful life or a 

purposely frail design, so that it becomes obsolete after a 

certain pre-determined period of time upon which it 

decreases its functions or suddenly ceases to function, or 

might be perceived as unfashionable. 

 

This practice jeopardizes the rights of the consumer and 

the environment. 

 

https://uni.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=433baea4e6c90c19434016887&id=f794ba9fe1&e=1c77712556


 
 

 

The remedies offered currently by the civil law are not 

sufficient enough to protect these rights. 

 

France has already issued a law making of planned 

obsolescence a criminal offence. 

The European Union has on March 30, 2022, proposed to 

update the EU consumer rules to empower consumers for 

the green transition. The updated rules will ensure that 

consumers can take informed and environment-friendly 

choices when buying their products. Consumers will have 

a right to know how long a product is designed to last for 

and how, if at all, it can be repaired. 

 

The seminar will explain the content of these new rules 

and put them into perspective. 

 

Click here to find out more about our Sustainability 

Lunchtime Seminars.  
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